
Cory Burial Grounds 

 

A burial ground was once located at the current site of the Wood Road School on 
Route 67.  In 1968, to facilitate the construction of the school, the graves were 
removed and relocated to the Ballston Spa Village Cemetery.   This was the family 
cemetery of David Cory.  This land was originally owned by Peter Ferris, who 
operated a 105-acre farm.   Mr. Ferris lived there for 16 years before selling it to 
David Cory in 1795. David Cory was born in 1750 in Westfield, New Jersey.  He 
married Jemima Ross on July 12, 1767. David had been a Revolutionary War 
soldier and moved to the Town of Milton, settling in Ballston Spa with his wife and 
children.   When David and Juda Cory sold the farm in 1837, they reserved a 
quarter acre of the farm as a cemetery.  This burial ground was located in the 
middle of the farm, which they reserved the right to access at all “seasonable 
times”.    In 1870 heirs of David Cory sold the cemetery to Benjamin Baker.    
 
Eliakem Cory, one of David and Jemima’s sons, was born in Westfield in 1772.  He 
married Sarah Sayre on October 12, 1791, at Westfield.   Eliakem was a shipping 
merchant in Westfield, before relocating to Ballston.  All but three of Eliakem and 
Sarah’s children were born in Ballston, the two oldest being born in Westfield, and 
the youngest in New Foundland, Canada. 
 
The Cory family gravestones were relocated to the Village Cemetery before 
construction of the school.  However, when the school was being built, a broken 
headstone was uncovered.  The inscription reads “In Memory of Daniel Gilchrist, 
son of Joshua and Polly S. Gilchrist, who died June 4th 1820, aged 1 year and 19 
days.”  Today the gravestone is displayed in the historian's office at the Milton 
Town Hall.   Polly Gilchrest was born Polly Sayre Cory in Westfield, New Jersey in 
1794. She was the daughter of Eliakem and Sarah Sayre.  Polly married Joshua 
Gilchrist, a merchant in Ballston Spa, New York on December 10, 1809.  She died 
on October 9, 1835 (possibly in Troy, New York).  It does not appear that baby 
Daniel’s parents were reburied in the Village Cemetery, however, his grandparents 
were relocated there. Given this, I will attempt to have his stone placed with his 
grandparents.  


